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Overview

This is an add-in module for OASIS version 2. It will directly read the Timechart timetabling system data files  (version 4 and version 3) and will transfer Student, Subject, Course, Class and Class enrolment data into OASIS.

The Timechart Class codes can be ‘mapped’ onto OASIS Subject, Course and Class codes via a lookup table. This is a very flexible approach and overcomes the shortcomings of a system which has a fixed formula mapping.

The Lookup Table that is used to map the Timechart class codes into OASIS codes is generated initially using formulas to define the Subject code, Course code and Class Name, but the codes produced can be edited before importing Timechart class data into OASIS.

The transfer may be run as often as required to keep the OASIS class files up to date. Timechart is the ‘master’ database for class emrolment information. No class enrolment editing should be performed in OASIS.

Each operation which updates the OASIS files produces an audit trail log. The audit trail log of the most recent update operation can be displayed to screen or printed.
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Flowchart of Operations

Inital Setup

C1 - Parameters
Enter the directory where Timechart files are located.
Define Timechart Class + Year to OASIS Subject, Course & Class mapping formulas.

B1 - Import Timechart Data
Read necessary Timechart files into local temporary files.

E1 - Inspect Transfer Log
If any Fatal Errors or Warnings, view and/or print the log and correct any errors reported.

B2 - Create Translation Table
Builds a table of all Timechart classes and generates OASIS Subject, Course and Class details using the mapping formulas from C1 - Parameters.

E1 - Inspect Transfer log
Optional.

B3 - Edit Translation table
Manually edit any OASIS Subject, Course and class codes in the mapping table which do not follow the standard rules which were defined with option C1 - Parameters.

Transferring the data

Backup OASIS

B4- Copy Student Classes
Creates any new Subjects, Courses and classes in OASIS.

Optionally, on a student by student basis, it will delete any existing class enrolments in the selected academic period and then create new class enrolments to match those in Timechart using the mapping table.

Backup OASIS
Recommended if Shared or Exclusive access is selected. Mandatory if No-Logging is chosen.
C1
Parameters

This option allows various system parameters to be established or changed.

Parameters

  Timechart Data Directory:

  \TCHART\DATA\

  Subject code translation formula:

  SUBSTR(TC_COURSE,1,3)

  Course code translation formula:

  SUBSTR(TC_COURSE,1,3)+TC_YEAR

  Class code translation formula:

  SUBSTR(TC_COURSE,1,3)+TC_YEAR+SUBSTR(TC_COURSE,4)

Timechart data directory
The location of the Timechart data files that are to be transferred to OASIS. The Timechart files, CHIOCEx.ST, SUBCODE.DAT, TECODE.DAT, ROOMS.DAT, HOUSE.DAT, CLASSx.DAT, TTABLE.TT and TTABLE.NAM will be accessed.

Translation formulas
Each translation formula is a valid Clipper expression which returns as a result, the string of characters which is to be the OASIS Subject Code, OASIS Course Code and OASIS Class Name. The expression can be up to 255 characters in length and will scroll in the window if longer than the display width. The expression is checked for correct syntax. If you have a problem defining formulas to suit your needs, please contact OASIS Extras for assistance.

These formulas are used by B2 - Create Translation Table to generate Subject code , Course code and Class name from the Timechart Class code and Year Level. The precise formulas entered will depend on the structure you have chosen for Timechart Class codes and the OASIS codes.

Fields available are:

TC_COURSE

Timechart Course code

TC_YEAR

Scholastic Year  associated with this course

In the example above:

Input:

TC_COURSE = “MAT3B”



TC_YEAR = “11”

Output:
OASIS Subject Code = “MAT”
first 3 characters of ‘MAT3B’


OASIS Course Code = “MAT11”
First 3 characters of ‘MAT3B’ plus Year level



OASIS Class Name = “MAT113B”
As above plus last two characters of ‘MAT3B’

 B1
Import Timechart Data

This option reads the Timechart files directly and imports relevant data into dBase format files which are then used by this module to transfer data into OASIS files.

Extensive checking is performed of the data as it is imported from Timechart to ensure the data will transfer correctly to OASIS.

<C>ontinue or <Esc>

Two types of message may result:

· Warning. The situation notified may require attention but processing will continue.

· Fatal. The situation is so severe that processing cannot continue as there is the risk of data inconsistency resulting.

FATAL: Error opening file <filename>

The specified file cound not be opened. This could be caused by the Timechart data directly being specified incorrectly in A1 - Parameters.

FATAL: No ID in Timechart for student Smith, John

All students in Timechart must have their OASIS ID entered correctly. The OASIS ID number is used to link the Timechart data to OASIS. If a student has a blank ID in Timechart it will not be possible to transfer the student’s class data correctly.

WARNING: OASIS student 95001 Smith, John not in Timechart.
A student has been identified in OASIS who is not listed in the Timechart data. Normally all students should be listed in both systems.

WARNING: Timechart ID 95001 not found in OASIS for student Smith, John

An OASIS Student Code has been found in Timechart for which there is no corresponding ID in OASIS. Solution: Add the student to Timechart or correct the student’s ID number.

FATAL: Timechart Year 09 does not match OASIS year 07 for student Smith, John

This student has a scholastic year which is different between OASIS and Timechart. This is a fatal error because the side effects of a student being enrolled in the wrong scholastic year are quite wide. 

WARNING: ID 95001 Timechart name Smith, John <> Bloggs, Bill

The student names do not agree between Timechart and OASIS. This test highlights potential data entry errors. Usually it means that the student has been assigned the wrong ID. The student’s surname and initial must match exactly.

FATAL: Timechart file is not v3 or v4

The file in question is not a valid Timechart version 3 or 4 data file. This module will not correctly load earlier Timechart data files.

B2
Create Xlate Table

This option follows the ‘rules’ specified by the three formulas entered in C1 - Parameters to generate proposed translation codes from Timechart codes to OASIS codes.

Generate Translation Table

<U>pdate or <C>reate XREF table.  <Esc>

Update Translation Table

This option will be used most frequently. It will only add an entry for NEW Timechart classes which do not already have an entry in the translation table.

Create Translation Table 

Warning:
Create new Translation Table will erase the existing translation table file and generate all the OASIS Subject, Course and Class code again using the formulas specified in C1 - Parameters. Any previous editing of OASIS Subject, Course and class codes will be lost. If you select <C>reate translation table, you will be prompted to confirm this rash choice.

B3
Edit Xlate Table

The translation table created by option B2 - Create Translation Table, can be edited. Individual OASIS Subject and Course codes and Class Names can be modified if there are any exceptions to the ‘rules’.

Edit Translation Table

  +----------------------------------------------------------------------------+

  ¦TC_COURSE   TC_YEAR      OA_SUBJECT   OA_COURSE   OA_CLSNUM   OA_CLSNAME    ¦

  ¦----------------------------------------------------------------------------¦

  ¦2UMA1     ¦ 11      ¦    2UM        ¦ 2UM11     ¦         1 ¦ 2UM11A1       ¦

  ¦2UMA2     ¦ 11      ¦    2UM        ¦ 2UM11     ¦         2 ¦ 2UM11A2       ¦

  ¦2UMA3     ¦ 11      ¦    2UM        ¦ 2UM11     ¦         3 ¦ 2UM11A3       ¦

  ¦2UMA4     ¦ 11      ¦    2UM        ¦ 2UM11     ¦         4 ¦ 2UM11A4       ¦

  ¦3UMA1     ¦ 11      ¦    3UM        ¦ 3UM11     ¦         1 ¦ 3UM11A1       ¦

  ¦3UMA2     ¦ 11      ¦    3UM        ¦ 3UM11     ¦         2 ¦ 3UM11A2       ¦

  ¦4USCI     ¦ 11      ¦    4US        ¦ 4US11     ¦         1 ¦ 4US11CI       ¦

  ¦ACC8      ¦ 11      ¦    ACC        ¦ ACC11     ¦         1 ¦ ACC118        ¦

  ¦AHY3      ¦ 11      ¦    AHY        ¦ AHY11     ¦         1 ¦ AHY113        ¦

  ¦ART3      ¦ 11      ¦    ART        ¦ ART11     ¦         1 ¦ ART113        ¦

  ¦ART5      ¦ 11      ¦    ART        ¦ ART11     ¦         2 ¦ ART115        ¦

  ¦BALL      ¦ 11      ¦    BAL        ¦ BAL11     ¦         1 ¦ BAL11L        ¦

  ¦BIO3      ¦ 11      ¦    BIO        ¦ BIO11     ¦         1 ¦ BIO113        ¦

  |BIO5      ¦ 11      ¦    BIO        ¦ BIO11     ¦         2 ¦ BIO115        ¦

  ¦BIO6      ¦ 11      ¦    BIO        ¦ BIO11     ¦         3 ¦ BIO116        ¦

  ¦BST4A     ¦ 11      ¦    BST        ¦ BST11     ¦         1 ¦ BST114A       ¦

  +----------------------------------------------------------------------------+

The OASIS codes which were generated automatically using option B2 - Create Xlate table, can be modified here if required. The Subject code, Course code, Class Number and Class name can all be changed if required.

B4
Copy Student Classes

This option will scan the translation table and add to OASIS any new Subject code, Course code or Class which does not already exist.

Optionally, sudents may be enrolled into classes in OASIS using the translation table to convert from the Timechart Year and Class code into the OASIS Course code plus class number.

The intention of this option is to ensure that all subjects, courses and classes in Timechart exist in OASIS so that the Student Class Enrolments may be transferred to OASIS assured that all subjects, courses and classes exist already.

The Subject, Course and Class records entered are incomplete, as Timechart does not hold as much information as OASIS. You will probably wish to edit these records in OASIS to add extra information.

Note:
This function is Additive. It will only add new records and will not delete a record that no longer exists in Timechart. For example, if a Class was renamed in Timechart, the entry previously created in OASIS by the old Timechart class code using this option will remain and new codes added.


If you wish to discard ALL existing Courses and/or Classes in a selected Academic Period, use A2 - ZAP Courses and Classes. 

Copy Classes and Student Enrolments to OASIS

                               +---------------+

                               ¦Academic Period¦

                               ¦---------------¦

                               ¦1995           ¦

                               +---------------+

               <F>ind, <(>, <(>, <Pgup>, <PgDn>, <Enter>, <Esc>

Select the correct Academic Period for the Class Data. If more than one Academic Period exists in OASIS, the Current Academic Period will be highlighted.

Copy student class enrolments too <Y>es, <N>o, <Esc>

If you do not wish to transfer the student class enrolment information at this time, answer <N>o to this prompt. 

Copy Classes and Student Enrolments to OASIS

 +----------------------------------------------------------------------------+

 ¦SHARED      Slowest. Allows concurrent access by other OASIS users.         ¦

 ¦EXCLUSIVE   Faster. No other OASIS user can be accessing the class files    ¦

 ¦            but access to the rest of OASIS is possible.                    ¦

 ¦                                                                            ¦

 ¦Shared and Exclusive both log changes to the CTR. A backup is not essential ¦

 ¦following the transfer, but will probably be required as a large number of  ¦

 ¦transactions will be added to the CTR.                                      ¦

 ¦                                                                            ¦

 ¦NO LOGGING  Fastest. Requires Exclusive access to OASIS Administration      ¦

 ¦            A backup before the transfer is recommended.                    ¦

 ¦            A backup after the transfer is mandatory.                       ¦

 +----------------------------------------------------------------------------+

                   <S>hared or <E>xclusive or <N>o Logging

Select the required transfer mode.

As each student’s class enrolments are transferred to OASIS, any existing class enrolments for that student in the selected academic period are first deleted from OASIS. This is done to ensure that the OASIS Class enrolments match those in Timechart.

E1
Inspect Transfer Log

This option allows you to view or print the audit trail of changes which is produced by:

B1 - Import timechart data

B2 - Create Xlate table

B4 - Create Student Classes

C2 - ZAP Courses and Classes  

For example, you can view or print the audit trail to check for any data inconsistencies between Timechart and OASIS that have been detected by the B1 - Import Timechart data option.

                 B1 - IMPORT DATA FROM TIMECHART - AUDIT TRAIL

Audit timestamp:  07/10/95    18:28:51

FATAL:   No ID in Timechart for Student ADAMSON, KATE.

WARNING: ID: 950002 Timechart Name: ANDERSON, CATHERINE

                        OASIS Name: HARRISON, DAVID

WARNING: ID: 950149 Timechart Name: APOSTOLATOS, ALENA

                        OASIS Name: EARSMAN, BIANCA

WARNING: ID: 950077 Timechart Name: ARMITAGE, JAMES

                        OASIS Name: CROSS, LISA

WARNING: Timechart ID: 950079 not found in OASIS for student ASHCROFT, JAMES.

WARNING: Timechart ID: 950150 not found in OASIS for student ASHLEY, RACHEL.

WARNING: ID: 950147 Timechart Name: BAILEY, JULIAN

                        OASIS Name: EDWARDS, DANIEL

Only one transfer log is maintained. The transfer log will contain the results of the most recently selected option.

Screen

Selecting <S>creen will display the transfer log file to the screen

The command options are not displayed on the screen bars but are:

<F>ind

Enter a string to search for

<A>gain
Search for the same string again.

Plus the usual cursor movement keys.

Print

Selecting <P>rint will allow the transfer log file to be printed.

Warning:
The student transfer logfile is usually very large and can run to a couple of hundred pages.

C2
ZAP Courses and Classes

Warning:
Use this option with extreme care. Ensure you read and understand the ramifications of what this option does before using it.  You should not normally need to use this option..

This option allows you to delete ALL Student Class Data and/or Classes and/or Courses for a selected Academic Period.

To maintain the integrity of the OASIS data files, if all Classes are deleted for a selected academic period, all student enrolments in those classes are also deleted.  Similarly, if all Courses are deleted for a selected academic period, all classes linked to those courses and hence all student enrolments in those classes will be deleted.

You might wish to ZAP Courses and Classes before repeating B4 - Create New Classes which will add new courses and classes but does not automatically delete any existing entries.

If Create New Classes is being run a second time to add extra courses and classes, then there is no need to use this option.

However, if Create New Classes is being run because the translation table has been reworked and some previously existing Courses or Classes now no longer exist, you should run A2 - ZAP Courses and Classes to clean out all the existing incorrect classes including the incorrect ones. As this will also delete all student enrolments in the classes, you will need to follow B4 - Create New Classes with B5 - Copy Student Classes. 

It is not possible to ZAP the Subject codes file as this may be referenced by courses in other academic periods.

Delete all Courses and Classes for Academic Period

                               +---------------+

                               ¦Academic Period¦

                               ¦---------------¦

                               ¦1995           ¦

                               +---------------+

  This option will delete ALL Courses and Classes in the selected

  Academic Period. Use with extreme care. There is NO undo.

  Student enrolments in the deleted classes will also be deleted.

               <F>ind, <(>, <(>, <Pgup>, <PgDn>, <Enter>, <Esc>

Select the Academic Period for which Courses and Classes are to be deleted. The Academic Period defaults to the Current Academic Period

Delete <C>ourses, c<L>asses, <S>tudent class data  <Esc>

Select how much you want to delete:

· Courses. This will delete all Courses, Classes linked to those Courses and Student Class Enrolments in the Classes in the selected academic period.  No Courses or Classes will exist for the selected academic period after selecting this option.


· Classes. This will delete all Classes and Student Class Enrolments in the Classes in the current academic period. No classes will exist for the selected academic period after slecting this option.


· Student Class Data. This will remove students from all Classes for the selected academic period. No class will have any student enrolled and no student will be enrolled in any class after running this option.

<S>hared or <E>xclusive or <N>o Logging

Three options are available to control how the OASIS files are updated.

Shared
This option allows access to the OASIS data files by other users while the update is occuring. The changes are written to the log file, and will be restored if a recovery from backup is performed. This option is slow and will take much longer than Exclusive or No-logging. Shared access would only be used if one of the other options could not be used.

Exclusive
This option requires that no other user access the OASIS data files while the update occurs. The files are opened in exclusive mode. The changes made are written to the logfile and will be restored if a recovery from backup is performed hence it is not essential that a full data backup be performed immediately after the operation. The option is reasonably fast and could be used if the time required to perform a backup was longer than the time saved compared to NoLogging mode.

No-Logging
This option also requires exclusive access to the OASIS data files. A full data backup MUST be performed immediately after the operation as none of the changes are recorded in the log file. A full data backup will be requested. No-Logging mode is the fastest of the three methods and would be used unless the time required to perform a backup was longer than the time saved.

An OASIS Data backup is required. Continue anyway <Y>es <N>o

Since this option makes bulk changes to the OASIS class data files it is strongly recommended that a full data backup be performed BEFORE selecting this option.

Are your really sure you want to do this. <C>onfirm or <Esc>

<C>onfirm if you are sure. Note well the warning. There is no undo.,

Installation

The Timechart to OASIS Transfer Utility is supplied as an OASIS Head Office Floppy disk.

To install:

1.
Login to OASIS with Administrator access. You must be the only user accessing OASIS. If other users are accessing OASIS the installation may fail.

2.
Insert the disk in the floppy disk drive.

3.
Select option O1 - Head Office Floppy (Letter ‘O’, Digit ‘1’)

4.
Wait for a few moments while the program is copied to the hard disk.

5.
Timechart Transfer Utility will be installed on the OASIS main menu at option F3.

Disclaimer.

This program has been thoroughly tested to ensure that it will perform as described. Since it makes bulk changes to the OASIS data files there is always a risk that your OASIS data may be modified in a way that you were not expecting. You should backup your OASIS data regularly and in particular make a backup of your OASIS data before using options B4 or C2 to ensure that you can recover your data if the results are not as you expect them to be.

Getting Help.

If you need help using this program, please contact Martin Hood at OASIS Extras for assistance.

Phone:
02 6238 2663

Fax:
06 6238 2664

Mobile:
0417 452265

Problems and suggestions

We aim to produce the best and most useful add-on modules for use with OASIS. Suggestions for improvements and notification of errors are always most welcome. Any errors notified will be corrected and an updated version of the program forwarded to you.

Timechart to OASIS

Class Enrolment Transfer Utility

This is an add-in module for OASIS version 2. It will directly read the Timechart timetabling system data files  (version 4 and version 3) and will transfer Student Subject, Course, Class and Class enrolment data into OASIS.

The Timechart Class codes can be ‘mapped’ onto OASIS Subject, Course and Class codes via a lookup table. This is very flexible and overcomes the shortcomings of a system which has a fixed formula mapping.

The Lookup Table is generated initially using formulas, but the codes produced can be edited before importing into OASIS.

The transfer may be run as often as required to keep the OASIS class files up to date. 

Extensive checking is performed to ensure valid cross matching between the data in Timechart and the data in OASIS.

Each operation which updates the OASIS files produces an audit trail log. The audit trail log of the most recent update operation can be displayed to sceen or printed.
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